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Stop the Flu – It Starts with You!
Improving Seasonal Immunization Rates among Health Care Workers
ABC School of Pharmacy
WHAT WE DID:

Objective:

The objective of our professional development project was to increase seasonal immunization rates among health care workers through education about the importance of influenza immunization and its impact on patient safety and employee absenteeism. 
Plan:

Pharmacy Students at ABC SSHP collaborated with our local community hospital in order to reach our target population of health care workers. Our two day initiative was set to be held in the hospital cafeteria during lunch time.  We then collected campaign materials from www.YouCanStopTheFlu.com, including the SSHP Influenza Initiative Project Implementation Checklist, the Influenza Fact Sheet for Health Care Workers, and several educational flyers. We advertised our campaign by placing flyers in the cafeteria a week prior to the event, and prepared ourselves to educate our audience through a faculty led information session. 
Outcome:

Our SSHP members were able to educate over 60 health care workers about the importance of influenza immunization and its impact on patient morbidity and mortality. We were also able to reach out to several patients and their families as they passed our display. Participating in the Influenza Initiative provided our members with the opportunity to improve their leadership skills by developing and implementing this project, and further advance their clinical and communication skills through the education of other health care professionals.  
WHAT YOU CAN DO:

· Establish your target population

· Select a location and date to host the event 
· i.e. local hospital or retirement home  

· Develop campaign and advertisement materials including informational handouts and flyers. 
· Advertise your initiative to generate interest.  

· Arrive 20-30 minutes prior to your event in order to set up your display
· Meet with health care workers as they pass your display and educate them about the importance of influenza immunization.
Available ASHP Resources to Assist in Accomplishing Your Project:

· www.YouCanStopTheFlu.com 

· www.ashp.org/sshprecognition
Questions? Contact ABC SSHP at you@ABC.edu
